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Leather: Reference and general works 

Author Title and description 
Anon International Leather Guide 

Annual directory of tanners, curriers, suppliers 
etc. 

Archaeological Leather Group Bibliography 
ALG, (2000) 
Typescript. Covers finds from Europe of all 
periods 

British Leather Confederation Leather Descriptions and Definitions 
BLC, (1986) 

British Standards Institution Glossary of Leather Terms 
BSI, (1956) 

Bryan, R. B. (ed.) Encyclopedia of the Shoe and Leather Industry 
Hide and Leather and Shoes Magazine, (1941) 
Detailed definitions of many trade terms, with 
articles by leading authorities on the subject 

Gall, G. & Wente-Lukas, R. 
 
 

Museum 
R. Westermann, (1981) 
(Guidebook to the German Shoe and Leather 
Museum, Offenbach) 
German text, well illustrated with leather 
artefacts from many different cultures 

Kelly & Co Directory of the Leather Trades 
Kelly & Co, London 
Published at approximately four yearly 
intervals, c.1864 - c1940 

Northampton Borough Council Catalogue of the Leather and Footwear 
Collections in the Northampton Central 
Reference Library etc. 
Northampton Borough Council, (1968) 

Northampton Borough  Council Shoe and Leather Bibliography 
Northampton Museums and Art Gallery, (1983) 

* Salaman, R. A.  
 
 

Dictionary of Leatherworking Tools c. 1700 – 
1950 
George Allen and Unwin, (1986) 
An invaluable work which examines each 
leathercraft in turn, describing the processes 
involved in manufacture, and listing and 
illustrating the tools. Includes extensive 
bibliography 

Wakeham, A. (ed. British Equestrian Directory 
E.M.C., (annual) 
Comprehensive listing of saddlers and suppliers 
etc. 

* Waterer, J. W. Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Faber and Faber, (1946) 

Waterer, J. W. ‘Leather’, offprint from The Oxford Companion 
to the Decorative Arts, H. Osborne, ed., 
Clarendon Press, (n.d.) 
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Author Title and description 
Waterer, J. W. ‘Leather’, offprint from The History of 

Technology, volume 2, Singer and Holmyard 
eds.,  
Clarendon Press, (1956) 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

Leather and Craftsmanship 
Faber and Faber, (1950) 

* Waterer, J. W. Leather Craftsmanship 
G. Bell & Sons, (1968)  
With Salaman (above), generally considered to 
be one of the most essential works on the 
subject of leatherworking 
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Tanning and currying (history) 

Author Title and description 
Purcell, Angela From Hide to Leather: A Short History of 

Tanners, Curriers, Saddlers and Shoemakers in 
Bewdley 
Bewdley Historical Research Group (2003) 

Bardens, D. Everything in Leather: The Story Of Barrow, 
Hepburn and Gale Ltd. 
privately printed, (1948) 

Bevington, Geoffrey 
 

Bevington and Sons, Bermondsey, 1795-1950 
Privately printed, (1993) 
History of south London tannery 

Black, W. H. 
 

History of the Leathersellers Company 
Privately printed, (1871) 

Bradshaw, R. J. 
 

Joseph Clayton and Sons: 150 years of Tanning 
in Chesterfield 
Privately printed, (1990) 

Burnby, J. 
 

Drovers and Tanners of Enfield and Edmonton 
Edmonton Hundred Historical Society, (1988) 

Buteux, Simon Beneath the Bull Ring: the Archaeology of Life 
And Death in Early Birmingham 
Brewin Books, (2003) 
Recent excavations on the site of medieval and 
later tanneries in Birmingham city centre 

Cameron, Esther (ed.) 
 

Leather and Fur: Aspects of Early Medieval 
Trade and Technology 
Archetype, (1998) 

Cherry, J. 
 

‘The Medieval Leather Industry’, in English 
Medieval Industries, Blair J., and Ramsay N., 
eds. 
Hambledon Press, 1991 

Church, R. A. 
 

‘The British Leather Industry and Foreign 
Competition 1870 -1914’, Economic History 
Review, vol. 24  
(1971) 

Connolly Leather Ltd. 
 

The Story of Connolly Leather’s First Hundred 
Years 1878 – 1978 
Privately printed, (1978) 
Includes reprint of ‘Heath Robinson on Leather’, 
first published c. 1930 

Clarkson, L. A. ‘The Leather Crafts in Tudor and Stuart 
England’, Agricultural History Review, vol. 14 
(1966) 

Clarkson, L. A. ‘English Economic Policy in the Sixteenth and  
Seventeenth Centuries: The Case of the Leather 
Industry’, Bulletin of the Institute of Historical 
Research, vol. 38 
(1965) 

Clarkson, L. A. ‘The Organisation of the English Leather 
Industry in  the Late 16th and 17th Centuries’, 
Economic History Review, 13 
(1960-61 
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Author Title and description 
Davies, B. 
 

One Hundred Years: Eastern Counties Leather 
Co., Ltd. 
Privately printed, (1979) 

Elliott, Brian 
 

‘Lime, Liquor and Leathermen: Oak Bark 
Tanning, the Forgotten Rural Industry of South 
Yorkshire 1600 –1820’, The Hallamshire 
Historian, Vol. 2. No. 1. 
(Winter 1987/88) 

Elswick Local History Group 
 

Richardson’s Leatherworks, the Workers’ Story 
Privately printed (1985) 
The history of a tannery written from the 
perspective of the employees 

Faber, G 
 

‘Greek and Roman Tanners’ CIBA Review (1938) 
vol. 9 p.303 

Forbes, R. J. 
 

Leather In Antiquity: Studies In Ancient 
Technology, vol. 5, E. J. Brill 
(1957) 
Covers leather in ancient Egypt and classical 
Greece and Rome 

Glasson, M. 
 

Walsall Leather Industry 
Tempus, (2003) 
Chapter 1, ‘Tanning and Currying’ 

Hazzlewood, J. W. (ed.) 
 

Pittards 1826 – 1976 
Privately printed, (1975) 
History of the large Yeovil-based tanners. 
Excellent illustrations of the  tanning process 

Higham, Robert D. 
 

The Social Position of Leatherworkers’, in Kite, 
Marion and Thomson, Roy,(eds.), Conservation 
of Leather and Related Materials, Elsevier, 
(2006), pp.82-87 

Kowalaski, Mary Anne 
 

‘Town and Country in Late Medieval England: 
The Hide and Leather Trade’, in Work in Towns 
850-1850, Corfield P.J. and Keene, D., (eds.). 
Leicester University Press, (1990) 

Mayer, Edward  
 

The Curriers and the City of London 
Privately printed (1968) 

Raistrick, A.S. The Distribution of the Leather Industry in the 
Mid-19th Century’, Journal of the Society of 
Leather Technologists and Chemists, vol. 80, 
pp.169-174 

Rimmer, W.G. ‘Leeds Leather Industry in the Nineteenth 
Century’, Thoresby Society Proceedings, Vol. 
46., 
(1960) 

Salzman, L.F ‘Leatherworking’, in English Industries of the 
Middle Ages 
Clarendon Press, (1923) 

Saunders, C. A Sixteenth Century Tannery in St. Albans’, 
Hertfordshire’s Past, Vol. 3. 
(1977) 



 

© Walsall Leather Museum 

Author Title and description 
Shaw, Michael ‘Northampton : Excavating a Sixteenth Century 

Tannery’ , Current Archaeology, No. 91, Vol. VIII 
No. 8 
(March 1984) 

Shaw, Michael ‘The Excavation of a Late 17th Century Tanning 
Complex at The Green, Northampton’, in Post- 
Medieval Archaeology, 30 
(1996) 

* Thomas, S., Clarkson, L.A., and Thomson, R.
  
 

Leather Manufacture Through The Ages West 
Midlands Industrial Archaeology Conference 
n.d.,(c.1985) 
An excellent short guide to the history of the 
tanning industry 

* Thomson, R.S. ‘The Industrial Archaeology of Leather’, Leather, 
vol. 180 
(September 1978) pp 189-193 

Thomson, R.S. ‘Leather Manufacture in the Post Medieval 
Period with Special Reference to 
Northamptonshire’, Post Medieval 
Archaeology, vol. 15 
(1981) 

* Thomson, R.S. ‘Tanning, Man’s First Manufacturing Process’, 
Transactions of the Newcomen Society, vol. 53 
(1981-2) 

Thomson, R.S. ‘Chrome Tanning in the Nineteenth Century’, 
Journal of the Society of Leather Technologists 
and Chemists, vol. 69 
(1985) 

Thomson, R.S. ‘The English Leather Industry 1790 1990: The 
Case of Bevingtons of Bermondsey’, Journal of 
the Society of Leather Technologists and 
Chemists, vol. 75 
(1991) 

Thomson, Roy                               ‘The Manufacture of Leather’, in Kite, Marion 
and Thomson, Roy,(eds.), Conservation of 
Leather and Related Materials 
Elsevier, (2006), pp.66-81 

Waterer, J. W. ‘Leather’, offprint from The History of 
Technology 
Clarendon Press (1956) 

Waterer, J. W. Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Faber and Faber, (1946) 
Includes short histories of the Leathersellers, 
Tanners, Curriers and Skinners Guilds of London 

Waters, Ivor Leather and Oak Bark at Chepstow 
The Chepstow Society (1970) 

Welsh, Peter, C. Tanning in the United States to 1850, A Brief 
History 
Smithsonian Institution (1964) 

Woodward, D. M. ‘The Chester Leather Industry, 1558-1625’, 
Historical Society of Lancashire and Cheshire 
Transactions, Vol. 119 
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Author Title and description 
(1967) 
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The craft of the tanner and the currier 

Author Title and description 
* Adcock, K. J. Leather 

Pitman (1915) 
Beeby, K. J. The Wonderful Story of Leather 

British Leather Confederation, (n.d) 
A short introduction for children 

Bennett, H. G. The Manufacture of Leather 
Constable, (1919) 

C.I.B.A. Ltd. ‘Industrial Production of Leather’, C.I.B.A. 
Review 
No.1 
(1970) 

* C.I.B.A. Ltd ‘Tanning in Modern Times’, C.I.B.A. Review 
No. 118 
(1957) 

Crockett, H. G. (ed.) 
 

Practical Leather Manufacture 
Leather Trades Publishing Co. (1921) 

Davis, C T. 
 

The Manufacture of Leather 
H. Carey Baird, (1885) 

Evans, W. N. 
 

Butt Tanning: A Practical Handbook 
The Scottish Leather Trader, (c. 1890) 

Fleming, L. A. 
 

Practical Tanning 
H. Carey Baird, (1910) 

Harvey, A. Tanning Materials 
Crosby Lockwood and Son, (1921) 

Humphreys, G. H. W. The Manufacture of Sole and Other Heavy 
Leathers 
Pergamon, (1966) 

I.C.I. Ltd. 
 

The Production of Light Leathers 
ICI Ltd., (n.d.) 

Jenkins, J. G. 
 

The Rhaeadr Tannery 
National Museum of Wales, (1973) 
Excellent short guide 

Jenkins, J. G. 
 

Traditional Country Craftsmen 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, (1978) 
Tanning and currying pp. 204 – 215 

Lamb, M. C. 
 

Leather Dressing 
The Anglo-American Technical Company, (1925) 

Lamb, M. C. 
 

The Manufacture of Chrome Leather 
The Anglo-American Technical Company, (1923) 

MacBride, David 
 

The Art of Tanning and Currying Leather 
The Dublin Society, (1780) 

Morfitt, C. 
 

The Arts of Tanning, Currying and Leather 
Dressing 
H Carey Baird, (1852) 

O’Flaherty, F., Roddy, W. T., and Lollar, R. M. 
 

The Chemistry and Technology of Leather 
Litton Educational Publishing Co., 4 vols. 
(1978) 

Orthmann, A. C. 
 

Tanning Processes 
Hide and Leather Publishing Co. (1945) 

* Proctor, H. R. The Making of Leather 
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Author Title and description 
 Cambridge University Press, (1914) 
Proctor, H. R. The Principles of Leather Manufacture 

E. and F. N. Spon Ltd. (1922) 
Proctor, H. R. The Text Book of Tanning 

E. and F. N. Spon Ltd, (1885) 
Rahme, Lotta 
 

Preparation and Tanning by Traditional 
Methods 
The Caber Press, (1998) 
How to ‘home tan’ 

Rogers, Allen 
 

Practical Tanning 
H. Carey Baird & Co., (1922) 

* Salaman, R. A. 
 

Dictionary of Leatherworking Tools 
George Allen & Unwin, (1986) 
pp. 293 – 316 

Schultz, J. S. 
 

The Leather Manufacture in the United States 
The Shoe and Leather Reporter, (1876) 

Sharphouse, J. H. 
 

The Leather Technician’s Handbook 
Leather Producers’  Association , (1971) 

Spiers, C. H. 
 

Leather 
Borax Consolidated Ltd, (1963) 

Standage, H.C. 
 

The Leatherworker’s Manual 
Scott Greenwood & Co., (1900) 

Thorstensen, T. C. 
 

Practical Leather Technology 
Reinhold Book Corporation, (1969) 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Faber and Faber, (1946) 
Especially pp. 126 – 157 

Watt, Alexander 
 

Leather Manufacture,  A Practical Handbook 
Crosby Lockwood & Son, (1906) 

Wilson, J. A. 
 

Modern Practice in Leather Manufacture 
Reinhold Publishing Corporation, (1941) 

Wood, J. T. 
 

The Puering, Bating and Drenching of Skins 
E. and F. N. Spon Ltd, (1912) 

Woodroffe, D. A Handbook on Chrome Tanning 
Quality Books, (1956) 

Woodroffe, D. Standard Handbook of Industrial Leathers 
The National Trade Press Ltd, (1949) 

Woodroffe, D. Leather Dressing, Dyeing and Finishing 
Quality Books, (1953) 

Woodroffe, D. Leather Manufacture 
Swann Press, (1950) 
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History of the saddlery and harness trades 

Author Title and description 
Chartres, J. A. & Turnbull, G. L. 
 

‘Country Craftsmen’  in The Victorian 
Countryside 
G. F. Mingay (ed.), (1981), pp. 314 – 328 

Collins, E.J.T.(ed.) 
 

Crafts in the English Countryside 
Countryside Agency, (2004) 
esp. pp.23-28 ‘The Saddlery Trade’.  A useful 
survey of the state of saddle making in Britain 
in 2004, with statistical analysis 

Edwards, F. Hartley 
 

The Saddle In Theory and Practice 
J. A. Allen, (1990) 

Grimshaw, Anne 
 

The Horse: A Bibliography of British Books 1851 
– 1976 
The Library Association, (1982) 

Glasson, M. 
 

Walsall Leather Industry, The World’s Saddlers 
Tempus, (2003) 

Kirby and Son 
 

Saddlery and Harness 
Monthly magazine of the trade, published in 
Walsall 1891-c. 1930.  Includes histories of 
individual saddlery and harness companies 

Liddle, P. 
 

Victorian Walsall, An Economic and Social Study 
Unpublished PhD thesis, (1988) 

Oliver, Kingsley M. Hold Fast, Sit Sure: The History of The 
Worshipful Company of Saddlers of the City of 
London, 1160-1960 
Phillimore, 2 vols. (1995) 

Sherwell, J. W. Concise Historical Account of the Worshipful 
Company of Saddlers 
Privately printed, (1889) 

Thompson, F. M. L. 
 

‘Nineteenth Century Horse Sense’, Economic 
History Review, Vol. 29, (1976), pp. 60 - 81 
The economic significance of the horse in 
Victorian England 

Timmins, S. (ed.) 
 

Birmingham and the Midland Hardware District 
Frank Cass & Co., (1866) 
Includes chapters on the Walsall and 
Birmingham saddlery trades 

* Tonkinson, E. 
 

The Walsall and Midlands Leather Trades 
Unpublished M.Com thesis, University of 
Birmingham, (1947) 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Faber and Faber, (1946) 
pp191-195 

Winstanley, M. J. 
 

The Shopkeeper’s World, 1830 – 1914 
Manchester University Press, (1983) 
Includes chapter  ‘Saddlers, the Horse’s Tailors’, 
pp. 167 – 181 
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Making saddlery and harness 

Author Title and description 
Arnold, James 
 

The Shell Book of Country Crafts, John Baker, 
(1968) 
Saddlery and harness making, pp. 263 – 271 

Beatie, R. H Saddles 
J. A. Allen & Co., (1981) 

Davis, S. A. The Saddler 
Shire Publications, (1980) 
Interesting short account, incorporating the 
author’s personal recollections of working as a 
saddler from the 1920s 

Edwards, R. Making a Saddle Tree 
The Ram’s Skull Press, (1986) 

* Edwards, Elwyn Hartley 
 

Saddlery 
J. A. Allen, (1963) 
Useful for identifying the various components 
of saddlery and tac 

Edwards, Elwyn Hartley 
 

The Saddle in Theory and Practice 
J. A. Allen, (1990) 

Edwards, Elwyn Hartley (ed.) 
 

The Country Life Book of Saddlery and 
Equipment  
New Burlington Books, (1981) 
Includes chapter  ‘Making the Modern Saddle’ 
pp. 43 – 53 

Evans, George Ewart 
 

The Horse in the Furrow 
Faber and Faber, (1966) 
Includes interview with a Suffolk harness maker 

Evans, George Ewart 
 

The Farm and the Village 
Faber and Faber, (1969) 

Fitzgerald, W. N. 
 

The Harness Maker’s Illustrated Manual 
North River Press, (1977) Reprint of 1875 
edition 

Hartley, Dorothy 
 

Made in England 
Methuen, (1940) 

Hartley, M. and Ingilby, J. Life and Tradition In the Yorkshire Dales 
J. M. Dent. & Sons, (1968) 
Chapter on saddlers, shoemakers and cloggers. 
A good example from the ‘Life and Tradition’ 
series which is helpful in identifying regional 
variations in saddlery and harness making 

Hasluck, P.N. (ed.) 
 

Saddlery and Harnessmaking 
J. A. Allen, (1962) 

Jenkins, J. G. 
 

Traditional Country Craftsmen 
R.K.P., (1978) 
‘The Saddler’, pp 216 – 229 

Keegan, T. 
 

The Heavy Horse, Its Harness and Harness 
Decoration 
Pelham Books, (1973) 

Kingdom, P. B. & Donovan, M. J. 
 

Making a Saddle 
COSIRA, (1978) 
Step by step guide 
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Author Title and description 
Lloyd-Johnes, H. 
 

‘The Making of Whips and Thongs’, Country 
Life, (August 27, 1948) 

Morgan, D. W. 
 

Whips and Whipmaking 
Cornell Maritime Press, (1972)  
Incorporates reprint of Ashford W. G., Whips 
and Whipmaking (1893) 

Readers Digest  Traditional Crafts in Britain 
Readers Digest Association, (1982) 
‘The Saddler’, pp. 164 – 167 

Saddlery and Harness Magazine 
 

The Harness Maker’s Guide 
Saddlery and Harness, (1921), 4th edition 
Invaluable for giving details and dimensions of 
English harness 

* Salaman, R. A. 
 

Dictionary of Leatherworking Tools, 1700 – 
1950 
George Allen & Unwin, (1986) 
Chapters on ‘The Harness Maker and Saddler’  
(pp. 221 - 279) and ‘The Whipmaker’ , (pp. 334 - 
337) 

Savory, Keith 
 

The Working Saddler’s Handbook 
J.A. Allen, (2001) 

* Shields, J. H. L. 
 

To Handmake a Saddle 
J. A. Allen, (1983) 

Steinke, R.H. Repair Your Own Saddlery and Harness 
J.A. Allen,(1994) 

* Tuke, Diana, R. 
 

Stitch by Stitch, A Guide to Equine Saddles 
J.A. Allen, (1988) 
A detailed and well illustrated guide 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Faber and Faber, (1946), pp. 191 – 195 

Woolery, R. L. 
 

Braiding Rawhide Horse Tack 
Cornell Maritime Press, (1965) 

Yates, R. 
 

Western Saddlery Making 
Privately printed, (1989) 
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Evolution of saddlery and harness 

Author Title and description 
Beatie, R. H. 
 

Saddles 
J.A. Allen & Co., (1981) 
History and development of saddles from 
prehistoric times. Especially good on Western 
saddles 

Bishop, M.C. 
 

‘Cavalry Equipment of The Roman Army in the 
First Century A.D.’, in Coulston, J.C., Military 
Equipment and the Identity of Roman Soldiers 
BAR International Series 394, (1988) pp. 67-195 

Chenevix Trench, C. A History of Horsemanship 
Longman, (1970) 
Well illustrated account from prehistoric times 

Clark, John (ed.) 
 

The Medieval Horse and Its Equipment: 
Medieval Finds From Excavations in London 
HMSO/ Museum of London, (1995) 

Connolly, Peter 
 

‘The Roman Saddle’, in Dawson, M. (ed.), 
Roman Military Equipment 
BAR International Series 336, (1987) pp.7-27 

Connor, Patricia, (ed.) 
 

All The Queen’s Horses: The Role of the Horse 
in British History 
Kentucky Horse Park, (2003) 
Exhibition catalogue 

Draper, Alison 
 

‘The Investigation and Conservation of a 17th 
Century Saddle’, in Royal Armouries Yearbook, 
vol. 2,(1997) pp.161-8 

Dent, A. (ed.) 
 

The Horse Through 50 Centuries of Civilization 
Phaidon Press, (1974) 
Excellent illustrations 

Edwards, Elwyn Hartley 
 

Horses, Their Role in the History of Man 
Collins Willow, (1987) 

Edwards, Elwyn Hartley 
 

The Saddle in Theory and Practice 
J.A. Allen, (1990) 
One of the few studies to document the 
changing style of saddles in the 20th century 

Edwards, Elwyn Hartley (ed.) 
 

The Country Life Book of Saddlery and 
Equipment 
New Burlington Books, (1987) 

Hau, Francoise 
 

Les Collections du Musée du Cheval de Saumur 
(The collections of the Museum of the Horse, 
Saumur) in 303: La Revue des Pays de Ia Loire, 
vol. 29 
(1991) 
Text in French, summary in English 

Hart, E. 
 

The Harness Horse 
Shire, (1981) 

Hyland, A. 
 

Equus, The Horse In the Roman World 
B. T. Batsford, (1990) 
Chapters on horse tack and armour, pp. 130 – 
156 
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Author Title and description 
Hyland, A. 
 

The Medieval Warhorse from Byzantium to the 
Crusades 
Sutton Publishing, (1994) 

Hyland, A. 
 

The Horse in the Middle Ages 
Sutton Publishing, (1999) 

Hyland, A. 
 

The Warhorse, 1250-1600 
Sutton Publishing, (1998) 

Keegan, T. 
 

The Heavy Horse, its Harness and Harness 
Decoration 
Pelham Books, (1973) 
A classic work 

McTaggart, Lt. Col. M.F. 
 

Mount and Man, Country Life, (1925) 
One of the most influential and respected of 
the large number of ‘How to Ride’ manuals 
published between the Wars 

Mason, Leonard K. 
 

Pipe Dreams About Leather and Saddles 
D. Mason and Sons, (1950) 
Useful discussion about different types of 
saddles by the director of one of Walsall’s 
largest saddler companies 

Mitchell, Sally 
 

The Dictionary of British Equestrian Artists 
Antique Collectors  Club, (1988) 
Includes a ‘pictorial chronology’ of saddles 1700 
– 1959 

Museum of Leathercraft 
 

The Saddle of the Queen’s Champion 
n.d. 

Museum of the Horse Saumur 
 

Guidebook to the Museum 
n.d. (Text in English) 

Newsum, G. 
 

‘Sitting Pretty: Ceremonial Saddles’ Country Life 
(24 July, 1986), pp. 222 – 224 

Nolan, Capt. L.E. 
 

Cavalry, Its History and Tactics 
Thomas Bosworth, (1853) 
Influential work which led to the 
transformation of British cavalry saddles 

Spruytte, J. 
 

Early Harness Systems 
J.A. Allen and Co., (1983) 

Tavard, C. H. 
 

L’Habit du Cheval: Selle et Bride 
Office du Livre, (1975) 
History of saddlery and bridles, in French, with 
excellent illustrations 

Trew, C. G. 
 

The Accoutrements of the Riding Horse 
Seeley Service & Co., (1951) 

Tylden, G. 
 

Discovering Harness and Saddlery 
Shire Publications, (1971) 

Tylden, G. 
 

Horses and Saddlery 
J. A. Allen & Co., (1980) 
Use of horses by the British Army. Extensive 
bibliography 

* Waterer, J. W. 
 

A Short History of Saddles in Europe 
The Museum of Leathercraft, (1971) 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

Leather and the Warrior 
The Museum of Leathercraft, (1981) 
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Author Title and description 
pp. 105 - 115, 122 – 126 
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Leathercraft 

Author Title and description 
* Attwater, W.A. and Friend, D.A 
 

The Technique of Leathercraft 
Batsford, (1983). Revised edition of 
‘Leathercraft’  by W.A. Attwater 

Argent, Jeanne 
 

Imaginative Leatherwork 
David and Charles, (1975) 

Bagmaker 
 

The Making and Framing of Handbags 
G W Russell and Son Ltd, (n.d). 

Cramlet, R.C. 
 

Fundamentals of Leathercraft 
The Bruce Publishing Company, (1939) 

Double, W.C. Design and Construction of Handbags 
O.U.P., (1960) 

* Edwards, Ron 
 

Bush Leatherwork 
The Ram’s Skull Press, (1984) 
Includes plaiting and braiding, lacing, whip 
making and home made tools; an excellent 
introduction to Australian leatherworking skills 

Faulkner, Jan 
 

Leathercraft by Hand 
Pelham Books, (1976) 

Francis-Lewis, C. 
 

The Art and Craft of Leatherwork 
Seeley Service and Co., (1928) 

* Friedrich, Robert 
 

Cuir:  Tradition, Creation 
Dessain et Tolra, (1986) 
French text manual, very well illustrated 

Genfan, H. and Taetzsch, L. 
 

Leather Decoration 
Pitman, (1975) 

Glass, F.J. 
 

Leathercraft 
University of London Press, (1927) 

Goldsworthy, M. 
 

Dressmaking with Leather 
B.T. Batsford, (1976) 

Grainger, S. 
 

Leatherwork 
Kestrel Books, (1976) 

Grant, Bruce 
 

Leather Braiding 
Cornell Maritime Press, (1987) 

Greenwood, E. C. Leathercraft, 2 volumes 
E.& F.N. Spon, (1955) 

Groneman, C. H. Leather Tooling and Carving 
International Textbook Co., (1950) 

Hamilton-Head, Ian 
 

Leatherwork 
Blandford Press, (1979) 

Hasluck, P. N. 
 

Leatherworking 
Cassell & Co., (1904) 

Hayden, N. 
 

Leather 
Marshall Cavendish, (1979) 

Hayes, M. V. 
 

Making it in Leather 
Purnell Book Services, (1972) 

Leland, C. G. 
 

Leather Work: A Practical Manual for Learners 
Whittaker & Co., (1892) 
A pioneer work on the moulding and decoration 
of leather, inspired by historic examples 

Luckock, J. T. The Manufacture of Fancy Leathergoods 
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Author Title and description 
 Anglo-American Technical Co., (1913) 
Lingwood, Rex 
 

Leather in Three Dimensions 
Van Nostrand Reinhold, (1980) 
Experimental techniques of Ieatherworking 
using heat etc. 

Lyon, K. and Hill, R. 
 

Leatherwork 
Kay and Ward, (1975) 

MacBeth, Ann 
 

Embroidered and Laced Leatherwork 
Methuen & Co. (1925) 
Handbook by one of the leading figures in the 
‘Glasgow School’ of Art Nouveau hand work 

Maguire, Mary 
 

Leatherwork 
Lorenz Books, (2000) 

Manning, M. & F. A. 
 

Leatherwork, A Step by Step Guide 
Hamlyn, (1974) 

Meilach, D. Z. 
 

Contemporary Leather 
Henry Regnery Co., (1971) 

* Michael, Valerie 
 

The Leatherworking Handbook 
Cassell, (1993) 
Probably the best introduction to making 
leatherwork by hand currently in print 

Mochrie, Elsie 
 

Leather Bags and Purses 
Dryad, (1927) 
One of a number of Dryad handbooks on the 
subject of leatherwork 

* Moseley, G. C. 
 

Leathergoods Manufacture 
Pitman, (1939) 
The classic text on the subject, still highly useful 

Newman, T. R. 
 

Leather as Art and Craft 
Crown Publishers, (1973) 

Parker, X. L. 
 

Working with Leather 
Pitman, (1973) 

Parkes, J. F. B. and Judge, S. B. 
 

Leathercrafts, A Handbook for Teacher and 
Student 
Longman, Green & Co., (1950) 

de Recy, G. The Decoration of Leather (translated by M 
Nathan) 
Archibald Constable, (1905) 
Illustrated with historic examples of leather 
decoration and carving 

Roseaman, I. P. 
 

Leatherwork 
Dryad, (1942) 

Salaman, R. A. 
 

Dictionary of Leatherworking Tools 1700 – 1950 
George Allen and Unwin, (1986) 
Includes sections on the decoration of leather, 
and the handbag and purse maker 

Stohlman, Al, Patten, A. D. and Wilson, J. A. 
 

Leatherwork Manual 
Tandy Leather Co., (1969) 
A good introduction to American techniques of 
leatherworking 

Wilcox, D. 
 

Modern Leather Design 
Pitman, (1981) 
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Author Title and description 
Woodman, M. 
 

The Book of Leatherwork 
W. Foulsham and Co., n.d., (c. 1930) 
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Costume and accessories 

Author Title and description 
Allen, Carmel The Handbag, To Have and To Hold 

Carlton (1999) 
Buck, A.M. 
 

Victorian Costume and Costume Accessories 
Herbert Jenkins, (1961) 
Includes bags and purses 

Cunnington, P. and Lucas, C. 
 

Occupational Costume in England 
A & C Black, (1957) 
Many references to leather as protective 
clothing 

Cumming, Val 
 

The Visual History of Costume Accessories 
Batsford, (1998) 

de la Haye, Amy 
 

The Cutting Edge, 50 Years of British Fashion 
V& A Publications, (1997) 
Chapters on shoes and handbags 

Dooner, Kate 
 

A Century of Handbags 
Schiffer Publishing, (1993) 

Eckstein, E., and Firkins, J. & G. 
 

Gentlemen’s Dress Accessories 
Shire Publications, (1987) 

Elestici, L. B. 
 

Bags and Suitcases 
Itinerari d’Immagini, (1989) 
Useful photographic survey 

Egan, G. and Pritchard, F. 
 

Dress Accessories, c. 1150 - c. 1450 
Museum of London/HMSO, (1991) 
Includes sections on girdles and purses 

Ettinger, R. 
 

Handbags 
Schiffer Publishing Ltd, (1991) 
Photographic survey and collectors’ guide 

Evans, Emily (ed.) Leather Jackets 
Hamlyn, (1997)  

Farren, M. The Black Leather Jacket 
Plexus, (1985) 

* Foster, V. 
 

Bags and Purses (The Costume Accessories 
Series) 
Batsford, (1985) 

Haines, B.M. et al. 
 

Leather Clothing, Its Make-Up and Drycleaning 
BLMRA, (1976) 

Holiner, R. 
 

Antique Purses 
Collector Books, (1987) 
Photographic survey and collectors’ guide 

Johnson, Anna 
 

Handbags, The Power of the Purse 
Workman, (2002) 

Johnson, E. 
 

Fashion Accessories 
Shire Publications, (1980) 

Lansdell, A. 
 

Occupational Costume 
Shire Publications, (1977) 

Steele, V. and Borrelli, L. 
 

Bags, A Lexicon of Style 
Scriptum, (1999) 

Tolkien, Tracy 
 

Handbags, a Collector’s Guide 
Octopus, (2001) 

Wilcox, Claire A Century of Style: Bags 
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Author Title and description 
 Apple, (1998) 
Wilcox, Claire 
 

Bags 
V & A  Publications, (1999) 

Worthington, Christa 
 

Accessories 
Thames and Hudson, (1996) 
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Gloves and glovemaking 

Author Title and description 
Abbott, Mary Glovemaking 

F Muller, (1953) 
Beck, S. W. 
 

Gloves, Their Annals and Associations 
Hamilton Adams & Co., (1883) 
Useful on the history of gloves as symbols 

Clark, F.  
 

Challenge to Fashion, Gloves 1600 – 1979 
Worthing Museum, (1979) 

Collins, C. Cody 
 

Love of a Glove, the Romance, Legends and 
Fashion History of Gloves 
Fairchild Publishing Co, (1947) 

* Cumming, V. 
 

Gloves (The Costume Accessories Series) 
Batsford, (1988) 

Edwards, l. M. 
 

Practical Glovemaking 
Pitman, (1934) 

* Ellis, B. E. 
 

Gloves and the Glove Trade 
Pitman, (1921) 

Emlyn-Jones, G. 
 

Make Your Own Gloves 
Bell, (1974) 

Glasson, M. Walsall Leather Industry 
Tempus, (2003) 
Chapter 5, Glovemaking 

Hull, W. 
 

History of the Glove Trade 
Effingham Wilson, (1834) 

* Latour, A. and Leutkens, C. 
 

Gloves, C.I.B.A. Review  
No.61 (Oct. 1947) 
An excellent introduction to the subject 
covering the historic significance of gloves, 
changing fashions and methods of manufacture 

Lawson –Clarke, Peter                        The Glovers of Yeovil 
Privately printed, (1996) 

Leyland, N.I. and Troughton, J.F. 
 

Glovemaking in West Oxfordshire 
Oxfordshire City & County Museum, (1974) 
An excellent introduction to the subject 

Lyes, D. C. 
 

The Leather Glove Industry of Worcester in the 
Nineteenth Century 
Worcester City Museum, (1973) 

Museum of Costume, Bath Gloves, for Favours, Gifts and Coronation 
Bath City Council, (1987) 
Illustrated exhibition leaflet 

Museum of South Somerset Glovemaking in Yeovil and District 
South Somerset District Council, n.d., (c.1990) 

Redfern, W. B. 
 

Royal and Historic Gloves and Shoes 
Methuen, (1904) 
Excellent illustrations 

* Salaman, R. A. 
 

Dictionary of Leatherworking Tools, (1700-
1950) 
George Allen and Unwin, (1986) 
Chapter 7 

Staite, F. A. Glovemaking at Home 
Pitman, (1927) 
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Author Title and description 
Waggett, Ralph W. The Worshipful Company of Glovers of London 

Phillimore, (2000) 
Waterer, J. W. 
 

Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Faber and Faber, (1946) 
pp. 196-199 

Additional Sources: Hurried Orders 
Forum TV Productions, (n.d) 
Video on the gloving trade in South Somerset 
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History of the leathergoods industry 

Author Title and description 
Adam, H. P 
 

British Leather, A Record of Achievement 
Batsford, (1946) 
Leather manufacturing in wartime Britain, 1939 
– 1945 

Cahn, M. and Lezin, J. 
 

The Factory 
Coach Leatherware Ltd., (1977) 
A rare insight into modern methods of 
leathergoods production, featuring a New York 
factory. Well illustrated 

Collins, Paul 
 

The Identification and Evaluation of Surviving 
Sites Associated with the Leather and Allied 
Trades In Walsall 
Walsall M B.C., (1990) 
Typescript MSS 

Glasson, M. (ed.) Stitching and Skiving: Walsall’s Women 
Leatherworkers 
Walsall M.B.C., (1991) 
Historic and contemporary photos of the 
industry with extended captions and 
introduction 

Glasson, M. Walsall Leather Museum: Souvenir Guide 
Walsall M.B.C., (1991) 
Includes short history of the Walsall trades 

Glasson, M The Walsall Leather Industry Today 
Walsall M.B.C (1989) 

Glasson, M. 
 

Walsall Leather Quarter Trail 
Walsall MBC, (2001) 
Tour of the town’s main leatherworking district 

Glasson, M. Walsall Leather Industry, The World’s Saddlers 
Tempus, (2003) 
Chapter 3, Light Leathergoods 

Hillier, Bevis 
 

Asprey 1781 – 1981 
Quartet, (1981) 
History of one of the world’s best known 
leathergoods manufacturers and retailers 

MacGregor, Neil Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Museum of Leathercraft, (1992) 
A biography of John Waterer, 20th century 
Ieathergoods designer and historian. Throws 
much light on the development of the industry 

Mills, David 
 

In The Leather 
Walsall MBC, (1997) 
Recollections of leatherworkers from Walsall 

Mills, David In the Leather 2 
Walsall MBC, (2002) 

Ministry of Labour 
 

Women in Industry 
Ministry of Labour and National Service, (1945) 
Section on women in the leather industry, 
pp.62-73 
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Author Title and description 
National Register of Industrial Art Designers 
 

Design and Development In the Leather 
Industries 
Privately printed, (1945) 
A report on the state of the trade. Includes 
clothing, gloves, footwear, handbags, luggage, 
travel goods and fancy leathergoods 

Salaman, R. A. Dictionary of Leatherworking Tools, 1700 – 
1950 
George Allen and Unwin, (1986) 
Especially sections 4 (Decoration of Leather) 
and 8 (Handbag and Pursemaker) 

Speirs, D. The Sexual Division of Labour in Walsall’s 
Leathergoods Trade 1918 – 1939 
Unpublished M.A. dissertation 
University of Essex, (1984) 

* Tonkinson, E. 
 

The Walsall and Midlands Leather Trades 
Unpublished  M.Com thesis 
University of Birmingham, (1947) 

Waterer, J. W. Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Faber and Faber, (1946) 
pp. 121 - 125 (from craft to industry) and pp 
217 - 221 (fancy leathergoods). Includes 
histories of the various London guilds or livery 
companies connected with the leather trade 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

The Industrial Designer and Leather 
 The Royal Society of Arts (1942) 

Williams, Ned 
 

Black Country Folk at Work 
Uralia Press, (1989) 
Includes the memories of three leatherworkers 
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Bookbinding techniques 

Author Title and description 
Ashman, John 
 

Bookbinding, A Beginner’s Manual 
A. & C. Black, (1981) 

Baynes-Cope, A. D. Caring for Books and Documents 
The British Library, (1989) 

Burdett, Eric 
 

The Craft of Bookbinding, A Practical Handbook 
David and Charles, (1978) 

Cockerell, Douglas 
 

Bookbinding and the Care of Books 
Pitman, (1978, reprint of 1953 edition) 

Diehl, Edith 
 

Bookbinding, Its Background and Technique 
Dover, (1980)  

Johnson, Arthur, W. 
 

The Practical Guide to Book Repair and 
Conservation 
Thames and Hudson, (1988) 

Johnson, Arthur, W. 
 

Manual of Bookbinding 
Thames and Hudson, (1986) 

Johnson, Arthur W. The Practical Guide to Craft Bookbinding 
Thames and Hudson, (1985) 

Johnson, P. 
 

Creative Bookbinding 
Dover, (1990) 

Marks, P.J.M. 
 

The British Library Guide to Bookbinding: 
History and Techniques 
The British Library, (1998) 
Includes a good bibliography 

Middleton, Bernard 
 

A History of English Craft Bookbinding 
Technique 
Holland Press, (1988) 

Middleton, Bernard 
 

The Restoration of Leather Bindings 
American Library Association, (1984) 

Richmond, Pamela 
 

Bookbinding, A Manual of Techniques 
The Crowood Press, (1989) 

Robinson, Ivor 
 

Introducing Bookbinding 
Batsford, (1968) 

Smith, Philip 
 

New Directions in Bookbinding 
Studio Vista, (1974) 

Smith, Philip 
 

The Book, Art and Object 
Privately printed, (1982) 
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History of bookbinding 

Author Title and description 
Bodleian Library 
 

Fine Bindings 1500 - 1700 from Oxford Libraries 
(1968) 
Illustrated exhibition catalogue 

Foot, M. 
 

Pictorial Bookbindings 
The British Library, (1986) 

* Harthan, J. P. Bookbindings 
H.M.S.0., (1985) 
Illustrated survey based on the collections of 
the Victoria and Albert Museum. Select 
bibliography 

Hobson, G. D. 
 

English Binding Before 1550 
Cambridge, (1922) 

Miner, D. E. 
 

The History of Bookbinding 525 - 1950 AD 
The Walters Art Gallery, Baltimore, (1957). 
Exhibition catalogue 

* Nixon, H., and Foot, M. The History of Decorated Bookbinding in 
England 
OUP (1992) 
Traces the development of bookbinding from 
the seventeenth century 

Nixon, H.M. 
 

Five Centuries of English Bookbinding 
London, (1978) 

Pearson, David 
 

For the Love of Binding: Studies in Bookbinding 
History Presented to Mirjam Foot 
London, 2000 
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History of shoes and shoemaking 

The subject of shoes, their production and fashions, is well covered by two bibliographies:  

Catalogue of the Leather and Footwear Collections in Northampton Central Reference Library and 

College of Further Education, (1968), and Northampton Museum’s Shoe and Leather Bibliography, 

(revised ed.1983). The latter is especially helpful and lists some two hundred works on the subject, 

with illustrations. 

Author Title and description 
* Baynes, K. & K. (eds.) 
 

The Shoe Show, British Shoes Since 1790 
Crafts Council, (1979) 
Useful survey including profiles of designers 
and a pictorial history of shoes 1790 - 1979 

Brooke, Iris 
 

Footwear 
Pitman, (1972) 
An introduction to the subject for children 

Deutsches Ledermuseum / Deutsches 
Schuhmuseum 
 

Katalog Heft 6 (Collection of the German Shoe 
Museum) 
(1980) Well illustrated catalogue of 
international collection.  Text in German 

Girotti, Eugenia 
 

Footwear 
Itinerari d’Imagini, (1986) 
Picture book of shoe fashions 

Grew, F. and de Neergaard, M. 
 

Shoes and Pattens 
Medieval Finds from Excavations in London 
Museum of London / H.M.S.0., (1988) 

Lang, Jennifer 
 

The Cordwainers of London 
Perpetua Press, (1980) 

McDowell, C. 
 

Shoes, Fashion and Fantasy 
Thames and Hudson, (1989) 
Superbly produced and illustrated 

O’Keefe, Linda 
 

Shoes: A Celebration of Pumps, Sandals, 
Slippers and More 
Workman, 1996 

Pattison, Angela, and Cawthorne, Nigel 
 

A Century of Style: Shoes 
Apple Press, (1998) 

Steele, Valerie 
 

Shoes, A Lexicon of Style 
Scriptum, (1998) 

* Swann, June 
 

Shoes (The Costume Accessories Series) 
Batsford, (1982) 
The definitive work on shoe fashions since 1600 

Swann, June 
 

A History of Shoe Fashions 
Northampton Museum, (1975) 

Thomas, Susan 
 

Medieval Footwear from Coventry 
Coventry Museums, (1980) 

Trasko, Mary 
 

Heavenly Soles 
Abbeville Press, (1989) 

Waterer, J.W. 
 

Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Faber and Faber, (1946) 
‘Footwear’ pp178-190 

Wilson, Eunice 
 

A History of Shoe Fashions 
Theatre Art Books, (1968) 

Wright, T. The Romance of the Shoe 
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Author Title and description 
 C. J. Farncombe and Sons (1922) 

Good on the lore and legends surrounding the 
history of shoes 
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Making boots and shoes 

There are a number of company histories which have been produced by shoe manufacturers. Two 

good examples are S. Crookenden, K Shoes, the First 150 Years, privately printed,(1992),and B. 

Lehane, C. and J. Clark 1825- 1975, privately printed, 2nd edition, (n.d).  

Author Title and description 
Anon 
 

The Modern Boot and Shoemaker 
Gresham Publishing Co., (1917) 
4 volumes 

Atkinson, J. 
 

Clogs and Clogmaking 
Shire Publications, (1984) 

Baynes, K. and K. (eds.) 
 

The Shoe Show, British Shoes Since 1790 
Crafts Council, (1979) 

Bordoli, E. 
 

The Boot and Shoe Maker 
Gresham Publishing Co., (1935) 
4 volumes 

Bryan, R. B. (ed.) 
 

Encyclopedia of the Shoe and Leather Industry 
Hide and Leather Publishing Co., (1941) 

Golding, F. Y. 
 

The Manufacture of Boots and Shoes 
Chapman and Hall, (1902) 

Harding, J. S. 
 

The Boot and Shoe Industry 
Pitman, (1934) 

Miller, R.G. (ed.) 
 

Manual of Shoemaking 
C. & J. Clark, (1989) 
Detailed technical manual 

Northampton Borough Council 
 

Northampton Remembers Boot and Shoe 
Northampton Museums, (1988) 

Plucknett, F. 
 

Boot and Shoe Manufacture 
Pitman, (1931) 

* Salaman, R. A.  
 

Dictionary of Leatherworking Tools 1700- 1950 
George Allen and Unwin, (1986) 
pp 18 – 184, ‘Boot and Shoemaker’ 

* Swann, J. 
 

Shoemaking 
Shire, (1986) 
Short survey of shoemaking from Roman times 
to the present day, well illustrated with 
bibliography 

Swaysland, E. J. C. 
 

Boot & Shoe Design and Manufacture 
J. Tebbutt, (1905) 

Thornton, J.H. (ed.) 
 

Textbook of Footwear Manufacture 
National Trade Press, (1964) 

Thornton, J. H. and Swann, J. M. 
 

A Glossary of Shoe Terms 
Northampton Museum, (1986) 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

Leather in Life, Art, and Industry 
Faber and Faber, (1946) 
pp. 178 – 190 
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Miscellaneous leather products and crafts 

Author Title and description 
Baker, Oliver Blackjacks and Leather Bottells 

Privately printed, (n.d.) 
The definitive study of leather vessels 

Barty-King, H. Quilt Winders and Pod Shavers, The History of 
Cricket Bat and Ball Manufacture 
MacDonald and Janes, (1979) 

Blackmore, David 
 

Arms and Armour of the English Civil War 
Royal Armouries, (1990) 
Buff coats, leather gauntlets, hangers, baldrics 
etc. 

Buirski, David (ed.) 
 

Sitting Comfortably, The Use of Leather in 
Upholstery 
World Leather, (1999) 

Cameron, Esther (ed.) 
 

Leather and Fur: Aspects of Early Medieval 
Trade and Technology 
Archetype Books, (1998) 
Papers from an Archaeological Leather Group 
seminar 

Cameron, Esther  
 

Sheaths and Scabbards in England AD 400- 1100 
BAR British Series, 301 (2000) 
Includes a very useful general discussion of 
leatherworking in England before 1100.  
Extensive bibliography 

Charlton, W. 
 

Leather Currency 
Harrison & Sons, (1908) 
Offprint from the British Numismatic Journal, 
covers leather tokens 

Cherry, John 
 

‘The Talbot Casket and Related Late Medieval 
Leather Caskets’ in Archaeologia 
(1982) 
pp. 131 – 140 

Cowgill J., de Neegaard, M. and Griffiths, N.  
et al. 
 

Knives and Scabbards 
H.M.S.O., (1987) 
Medieval leather scabbards from excavations in 
London 

Cummins, John 
 

The Hound and The Hawk, the Art of Medieval 
Hunting 
Weidenfeld & Nicholson, (1988) 
pp. 200 – 205 

Gulshan, Helenka 
 

Vintage Luggage 
Philip Wilson, (1998) 
The most comprehensive work on the subject 
with excellent illustrations 

Hasluck, P. N. (ed.) 
 

Upholstery 
Cassell & Co., (1904) 

Hornell, J. A. S. 
 

British Coracles and Irish Curraghs 
Quaritch, (1938) 

James, D. 
 

Upholstery, A Complete Course 
Guild of Master Craftsmen Publications, (1990) 

Jenkins, J. G. Nets and Coracles 
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Author Title and description 
 David and Charles, (1974) 
Museum of Leathercraft Leather in Sport 

n.d. (1984) 
Palmer, F. 
 

Practical Upholsterings 
The Herbert Press, (1982) 
Reprint of  1921 edition 

Reed, R. 
 

Ancient Skins, Parchments and Leathers 
Seminar Press, (1972) 

Russell, Janet 
 

‘English Medieval Leatherwork’ , Archaeological 
Journal vol. 96 
(1940)  
pp.  132 – 141 

* Salaman, R. A.  
 

Dictionary of Leatherworking Tools c. 1700 – 
1950 
George Allen and Unwin, (1986). Includes the 
tools of the driving- belt maker, ball maker, 
coach trimmer, parchment and vellum maker, 
and other uses of leather 

Scholten, Frits(ed.) 
 

Goud Leer: Kinkarakawa 
Waanders, (1989) 
History of gilt or ‘Spanish’ leather production in 
Japan and the Netherlands. Dutch text with 
short English summary 

Severin, T. 
 

The Brendan Voyage 
Book Club Associates (1978) 

Sparke, Penny 
 

Furniture: Twentieth Century Design 
Bell & Hyman, (1986) 

Waterer, J.W. 
 

A Picture Book of Leather 
The Museum of Leathercraft, (1959) 

Waterer, J.W. 
 

‘Irish Book-Satchels or Budgets’, Medieval 
Archaeology, 12 
(1968), pp.70-82 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

Spanish Leather 
Faber and Faber, (1971) 
Detailed monograph on the craft of making gilt 
leather 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

Leather and the Warrior 
The Museum of Leathercraft, (1981) 

Waterer, J. W. ‘Leather’ in Strong, D. and Brown, D., Roman 
Crafts 
Duckworth, (1976), pp. 178 – 193 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

‘Luggage Through Eighty Years’ The Leather 
Trades Review 
 (17 Sept. 1947) 
pp. 507 – 510 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

Leather in Life, Art and Industry 
Faber & Faber, (1946) 
‘Miscellaneous Uses of Leather’ pp.247-251 
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The conservation of leather 

Many of the earlier works on the subject of leather conservation are now seriously out of date and 

should be used with caution. The various publications of the Leather Conservation Centre, 

Northampton, represent the most current British research on the subject. 

Author Title and description 
Canadian Conservation Institute 
 

CCI Notes nos. 8/1 - 8/4 
Four leaflets entitled Removing Mould from 
Leather, Care of Commercially Tanned Leather, 
Care of Mounted Specimens and Pelts, Care of 
Raw Hide and Semi-Tanned Leather 
(1988) 

Calnan, C. 
 

Conservation of Leather in Transport Collections 
United Kingdom Institute for Conservation, 
(1991) 

Calnan, C. 
 

Fungicides Used on Leather 
Leather Conservation Centre, (1985) 

Edwards, G. and Mould, Q. 
 

Guidelines for the Care of Waterlogged 
Archaeological Leather 
English Heritage/Archaeological Leather Group, 
(1995) 

Guldbeck, Per F. 
 

Leather, Its Understanding and Care 
American Association for State and Local 
History, (1969) 

Haines, B.M. 
 

The Fibre Structure of Leather 
Leather Conservation Centre, (1981) 

Haines, B.M. 
 

Parchment: The Physical and Chemical 
Characteristics of Parchment and the Materials 
Used in its Conservation 
Leather Conservation Centre, (1999) 

Jackman, James (ed.) 
 

Leather Conservation: A Current Survey 
Leather Conservation Centre (1982) 

Kite, Marion and Thomson, Roy, (eds.) 
 

Conservation of Leather and Related Materials 
Elsevier, (2006) 

Ralston, Nicola L. 
 

Parchment/Vellum Conservation Survey and 
Bibliography 
Historic Scotland, (2000) 

Shenton, Helen (ed.) 
 

The Paper Conservator: Vellum and Parchment 
Journal of the Institute of Paper Conservation, 
vol.16, (1992) 

Sturge, Theodore 
 

The Conservation of Leather Artefacts 
 Leather Conservation Centre, (2000) 
Case studies 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

A Guide to the Conservation and Restoration of 
Objects Made Wholly or In Part of Leather 
G. Bell and Sons, (1972) 

Waterer, J. W. 
 

John Waterer’s Guide to Leather Conservation 
and Restoration 
Museum of Leathercraft, (1986) 
A revised and shortened edition of the 1972 
work listed above 
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